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A new milestone has been reache
A new standard of excellence has
been set.

For the first time in Schechter
Manhattan's brief history of
interscholastic sports competition,
team has an undefeated record.
school's Middle School coed soccles
team finished its season with three
wins, no losses, and one tie.

Now, Schechter Manhattan is not exactly a schoulhith jock
culture reigns supreme. Our students enjoy a sdigame of
Capture the Flag as much as kids in other schaplbut very
few of them, for example, bring their footballs avaseball mitts
to school in the hope of getting a few throws imigly recess.
And school success in general, whether acadensoaal, is not
defined in competitive terms, such as getting tighdst mark or
being the most popular; instead, making an artieldad poised
presentation, or being a compassionate friendgaoraplishing
something you'd never done before and weren'tifyoa could
- these are the markers of success, even if otfe@rsn many
others - are doing similar things.

So, what's a school like ours doing with an undefitaoccer
team?! And what can the factors contributing to athietic
success teach us about the culture of our schaoivdwle?
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Team Play

This was not a team characterized by one or tws,stath the
other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.

Mazal tovto the soccer team on its extraordinary
accomplishments, both on and off the field.

Schechter Manhattan Middle School Soccer Team, Fall 2008
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Team Play

This was not a team characterized by one or tws,stath the
other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.
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other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.

Mazal tovto the soccer team on its extraordinary
accomplishments, both on and off the field.

Schechter Manhattan Middle School Soccer Team, Fall 2008
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A new milestone has been reached.
A new standard of excellence has
been set.

For the first time in Schechter
Manhattan's brief history of
interscholastic sports competition, a
team has an undefeated record. The
school's Middle School coed soccer
team finished its season with three
wins, no losses, and one tie.

Now, Schechter Manhattan is not exactly a schoulhith jock
culture reigns supreme. Our students enjoy a sdigame of
Capture the Flag as much as kids in other schaplbut very
few of them, for example, bring their footballs avaseball mitts
to school in the hope of getting a few throws imigly recess.
And school success in general, whether acadensoaal, is not
defined in competitive terms, such as getting tighdst mark or
being the most popular; instead, making an artieldad poised
presentation, or being a compassionate friendgaoraplishing
something you'd never done before and weren'tiyoi could
- these are the markers of success, even if otfe@rsn many
others - are doing similar things.

So, what's a school like ours doing with an undefitaoccer
team?! And what can the factors contributing to athietic
success teach us about the culture of our schaoivdwle?
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Team Play

This was not a team characterized by one or tws,stath the
other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.

Mazal tovto the soccer team on its extraordinary
accomplishments, both on and off the field.

Schechter Manhattan Middle School Soccer Team, Fall 2008
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team finished its season with three
wins, no losses, and one tie.

Now, Schechter Manhattan is not exactly a schoulhith jock
culture reigns supreme. Our students enjoy a sdigame of
Capture the Flag as much as kids in other schaplbut very
few of them, for example, bring their footballs avaseball mitts
to school in the hope of getting a few throws imigly recess.
And school success in general, whether acadensoaal, is not
defined in competitive terms, such as getting tighdst mark or
being the most popular; instead, making an artieldad poised
presentation, or being a compassionate friendgaoraplishing
something you'd never done before and weren'tiyoi could
- these are the markers of success, even if otfe@rsn many
others - are doing similar things.

So, what's a school like ours doing with an undefitaoccer
team?! And what can the factors contributing to athietic
success teach us about the culture of our schaoivdwle?
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Team Play

This was not a team characterized by one or tws,stath the
other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.

Mazal tovto the soccer team on its extraordinary
accomplishments, both on and off the field.
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few of them, for example, bring their footballs avaseball mitts
to school in the hope of getting a few throws imigly recess.
And school success in general, whether acadensoaal, is not
defined in competitive terms, such as getting tighdst mark or
being the most popular; instead, making an artieldad poised
presentation, or being a compassionate friendgaoraplishing
something you'd never done before and weren'tiyoi could
- these are the markers of success, even if otfe@rsn many
others - are doing similar things.

So, what's a school like ours doing with an undefitaoccer
team?! And what can the factors contributing to athietic
success teach us about the culture of our schaoivdwle?
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Team Play

This was not a team characterized by one or tws,stath the
other players in supporting roles. We've had saelms in the
past, in both basketball and soccer, and, though prayed well
and represented their school creditably, in thetbag weren't as
successful as this team. Instead, the distincti@nandefeated
record goes to a teamful of players fairly evenbtched in
ability who learned to play together and suppocheather, and
this swung the momentum consistently in their favor

An example: in one game, one of our defenders gatdn in
midfield, and the opposing player cruised towardgnal
unchallenged. Suddenly, from opposite sides ofidié, along
came two teammates in hot pursuit, closing offdtier player's
unimpeded path and stripping hofhthe ball. Moments later, ol
team was advancing and attacking the opposing goal.

Another example: in a different game, an opposiagegy
launched a solidly struck, well-placed shot on gadilich our
goalkeeper did very well to get his hand on, defland slow
down. However, the ball continued toward the baastpwhere
it would have gone in had not one of our defendeesiectly
positioned to back up the goalie, stepped up asaret! the ball.
Goal averted.

But teamwork among middle schoolers on the socekr is
fundamentally no different from fourth graders teag in
chevruta(study pairs) or kindergartners helping a classrpat
away blocks. The formative experiences that prodieam play
of sufficiently high caliber to contribute to andefeated season
began at a young age, were repeated and reinforeeadly
thousands of times over the elementary years, andcome to
the fore naturally and spontaneously, even at thakmeck
speed at which school sports are played.

Field Sense

Another key to the soccer team's extraordinaryesgs the fact
that many of the players had a deep and intuithaetstanding
of situational play. In part because they madeanpHeir
unexceptional talent with unusual versatility, mypracticed
playing every position on the field, they had gngaton and an
uncanny sense of how a play was unfolding. Theydcou
therefore anticipate where the ball was likely ¢oheaded over
the next few seconds, whether on offense or omdefeand with
that head start, they were repeatedly able totheatopponents
to the ball.

A case in point: in the first game of the seasdmemthe team
fell behind in the first half on account of the daoating play of
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the other team's midfielders, two of our best cffea players
shifted to midfield for the second half, gave ugitlown scoring
opportunities, blanketed the opposing playersHerrest of the
game, and frustrated them in the process. Thatamtieal move
changed the momentum, turned the tiflthe game, and enabl
Schechter to come from behind and forge ahead ¢ongincing
victory.

However, it comes as no surprise that our studplag'is
perceptive, resourceful, and focused, becausastipa¢cisely
their m.o. in the classroom, every day. When yauadnle to
generate your own ideas for writing a personalatese and to
select the most promising one to develop and expahen
you've had to figure out on your own how to makggital
models of human organs that exemplify what themid how
they function; when you've learned how to use gratical
constructions, context clues, and dictionariesgoré out for
yourself the meaning of a seemingly impenetrabte-ten your
second language! - then the ability to instantlglgre a game
situation and act on your understanding comes tolike seconc
nature. It stands to reason that this would haea lome of the
inherent advantages our team enjoyed throughasihgical
season.

Enthusiasm

A third key factor in the soccer team's victorieaswhe way in
which every team member contributed in every gagne b
cheering the team on from the sidelines. This weandribution
to the team's success in which everyone couldgizeate
equally, and did, from the most veteran and sosaevy eighth
graders to the most inexperienced and least corapdag fifth
graders. Whoever was not on the field knew theydrad
important role to play: to give continuous encoeragnt to their
teammates with loud and vocal support.

There was no time to pout on the sideline aboathk of playing
time. Because players were shuttled into and otltefame
frequently, no one felt slighted or snubbed, beeallswere in
the thick of it together at every moment; and a feiwutes later
they would trade places, with players from the lgngebeing
substituted for those on the field and picking ugere their
teammates had left off.

But this tone of enthusiasm and mutual encourageateghe
soccer games was no different from the playerssoteom
experiences over the years. At Schechter Manhd#aming is
playful; school is enjoyable. Teachers and studemite a lot of
the time. Even though tasks are challenging, teedgcidedly
engaging. Excitement is often in the air. Also, ohéhe
expectations that come with being part of a classro



community is being encouraging and supportive chezther. In
writers' workshop, this takes the form of alwaykeohg a fellow
writer warm feedback before suggesting how theimgimight
be improved; in circle time, it means acknowledgamgl
celebrating the everyday kindnesses that childcefodeach
other. No wonder teammates are easily able tolatEnthese
positive habits of heart into their game-time egqiewnt.

Strategy

A further factor that contributed to the team'scass was the
added value they received from their coach. Tinteagain,
Coach Mitch was able to correctly anticipate hoe dpposing
team would react in certain situations and expiainis team
what they needed to do to counter that strategy. tha team
members were repeatedly able to put the coachsmtia action
and neutralize the other team's tactical ploy.

For example, in the final game of the season, Ctditth
alerted the team at halftime to the likelihood tHetcause the
opposing team was behind in the game, they woulst fiie@ly
push the ball forward at every opportunity in ortieforce the
play, increase the tempo, and put pressure onefanders not
to make an error. The way to respond to this oggiawould be
to anticipate the pressure and not be surpriset] toymeet their
energy with an equally energetic defense, and theapitalize
on the other team's forward positioning and moverbgn
quickly counterattacking whenever possible. TheeShter
Manhattan players responded exactly as coachedhanésult
was a flurry of quick-strike scores that put thengaout of the
other team's reach.

Here as well, the students’ experience in the idass proved to
be an invaluable training ground for the soccddfi&eachers
spend much of their day coaching students: obsgwimat they
can do, seeing where they need help, understamdiags really
at issue when they get stuck, and pointing themnmore
promising direction without actually helping them tthe work.
Students come to trust their teachers to havearewtight into
their learning approach and performance than themselves
do, and hence to guide them in a way that willrlateve to havi
been right. So there's nothing unusual in the sdeesn
members receiving coaching from their coach, dheir trusting
him to have good advice for them, or in their wadjness to
follow what he said as fully and closely as possibl

Sportsmanship

The fifth and final factor that contributed to theccer team's
fantastic season is how they reacted to the eblil@wdf each
game and how they treated each other, membere @itiier



team, the referee, and others, particularly ingerdrustrating
moments. The sportsmanlike ideal - to be intensetgpetitive
in game action, yet accepting of disappointmesta hard
balance to achieve, particularly for young playetswever, the
Schechter team developed a well-deserved reputktion
exemplary sportsmanship among the teams and coaaties
whom they competed.

An example: the one blemish on the team's recotid, aame in
the next-to-last game of the season. Schechteteadsg by a
goal in the closing seconds when the goalkeepeeraaéhve, bt
then, not hearing the coach's instruction to hieéditall,
inadvertently gave it away to the other team, wisicbred the
tying goal just before the game clock ran out. R&rtopponents
rejoiced at miraculously coming from behind andtshiag a tie
from the jaws of defeat, our team reacted immeljiatetwo
ways: first, they went over to their goalie to coleshim, pat him
on the back, and commend him for his good play. $exbnd,
they lined up with heads high and voices unwaveting
congratulate the other team on a well-played game.

To appreciate the role of the school in pavingwhag for the
soccer team's sportsmanship, we need to inquienihat's
really going on in moments of sportsmanship, whyg that we
all feel uplifted by accounts of sportsmanlike beba | believe
that there are two complementary choices being nfadg not
to look back in self-pity or react disproportiongféout rather to
keep things in perspective and move on. And sedonchre
more about the kind of person | am and the relatigos | want
to forge than about the game and its outcome.Haratords,
sportsmanship bespeaks both self-control and #hyesdale of
values. The alternative to sportsmanship, misplae#feregard
and an inverted scale of values, is all too hunrehdeceptively
easy to fall into.

It's now apparent why Schechter's soccer playersatronly
sports champions, but sportsmanship championseksihe
very qualities that contribute to sportsmanshipkaneelements
of menschlichkeit self-respect that inspires others' respect, and
an unwavering, carefully considered value systemec8ss in
menschlichkeiaind its academic equivalent, principled self-
understanding, represents the pinnacle of the $térec
Manhattan education, imbedded and reflected irgthduation
exhibition which each eighth grader produces. énghaduation
exhibition, students identify the key values thasteencapsulate
who they are and what they care most about, tfazerigins
and genesis of these values in their Schechteriexpe, and
imagine how they are likely to shape their futufe ¢hoices. Bu
the personal and academic qualities that are exguaa the
graduation exhibition are developed over years gyears to be
exact, which is why the graduation exhibition imia




expectation of eighth graders. It's these formateeriences
throughout one's Schechter Manhattan schoolingfowhich
menschlichkeiaind principled self-understanding develop.

Mazal tovto the soccer team on its extraordinary
accomplishments, both on and off the field.

Schechter Manhattan Middle School Soccer Team, Fall 2008
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