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“The Heart of the Matter”

Dr. Steven C. Lorch

November 2007 / Cheshvan - Kislev 5768

What's That?!

November 19 - by: Dr. Steven C. Lorch
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In October our 4th and 6th grade classes travelled to the Berkshires for a few
days of "outdoor education” at TEVA Learning Center
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The emphasis of the Sixth Grade program Shomrei Adamah ( Keepers of the Earth) is on energy



flow, cycles, bio-diversity and interdependence. Students also explore the relevance of the
Jewish concepts of Bal Tashchit (the biblical injunction against wasteful behavior) and 7ikkun
Olam (healing the world) in light of current environmental problems (www.tevacenter.org).

The Fourth Grade program Shomrei Chayyot (Keepers of the Animals) is designed to give
students an introduction to the natural world through the eyes of native vertebrates. Ecological
concepts such as adaptation, competition, and symbiosis come to life as students learn to see
forest, lake, and meadow ecosystems as homes. The program culminates in an “all-species parade"
as students transform themselves into the mammals, fish, birds, amphibians and reptiles of the

Northeast (www.tevacenter.orq).
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