
Yom Chesed: A day of volunteering and fun!

The need in our communities has never been greater. Take a few hours one Sunday morning to clean and revitalize a school or park, or prepare food for the homeless. You’ll have fun. You’ll feel great. And, you’ll be making a difference in your community.

The following volunteer opportunities are now available for sign-up. Complete the tear-off at the end of this form and send via backpack express to Sarah Kay, 3rd grade teacher, or email your information to sarahkay@sssm.org by Thursday, March 25.
Yom Chesed Volunteer Opportunities

1. Brighten the day of the elderly at Jewish Home Lifecare and at NY Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty!

Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: Both Jewish Home Lifecare and Met Council work to assist the elderly in our area. They provide care, comfort, support, and entertainment to their senior populations.
Yom Chesed Project Description: Spend the morning baking cookies, playing Bingo or participating in a drum circle with the elderly. A great opportunity to brighten someone’s day.
2. Create toiletry packages for American troops abroad.
Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: The Major Stuart Adam Wolfer Institute is committed to supporting US troops stationed overseas and domestically. In addition, the Institute supports the community service projects of military personnel. The institute seeks to directly involve the community in its mission so that those of us at home give of our most precious resource, our time.
Yom Chesed Project Description: Schechter Manhattan families will prepare packages of toiletries which we will send to the American soldiers.  We will be responsible for both assembling the packages and writing cards for the soldiers.

3.  Brighten the learning environment for Yaldeynu pre-schoolers!

Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: Yaldeynu is a Jewish pre-school program for children ages 2- 5. Yaldaynu aims to provide a warm, nurturing environment for children that encourages intellectual, emotional, physical, and social growth. 

Yom Chesed Project Description: Up to five families will spend the morning cleaning, painting and updating the physical playground of the nursery school. 

4. Clean, paint and organize at the Ronald McDonald House- All participants must be 8 years of age or older.
Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: Many families travel far from home to get treatment for their seriously ill or injured children. The treatment may last a day, a month, or even longer. It's a long time to be away from home, or to divide a family. The Ronald McDonald House provides a home away from home for those families who come to be with their child during treatment.
Yom Chesed Project Description: Schechter Manhattan families will help clean and organize the outdoor spaces and libraries at the Ronald McDonald House in order to make them comfortable for the residents. 
5. Help make Riverside Park greener and cleaner!

Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: Riverside Park Fund nurtures Riverside Park’s well-being, helps preserve its historic nature, and leads the community in developing active stewardship. Founded in 1986 by a small group of community activists, today the Riverside Park Fund is a strong nonprofit partner with both the City and the community in conserving, improving and beautifying Riverside Park’s 330 acres.  

Yom Chesed Project Description: Eight to ten families will spend the morning helping to weed, clear, and plant in Riverside Park.  It promises to be a wonderful time outdoors and will help preserve this beautiful public space!  It’s good, green fun!
6.  Make blankets for babies and children through Project Linus!

Organizations’ Purpose/Mission: This project provides love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.” 
Yom Chesed Project Description: Families will work together to make fleece blankets for babies and children in the hospital who don’t have blankets of their own. Our work will take place locally (not in the hospital). 
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Schechter Manhattan 
Yom Chesed/Community Service Day
Sunday, April 25th 2010
Sign me up!

Name:______________________________________________________

Your child(ren)’s name(s) and grade:______________________________

Email address:_______________________________________________

Cell phone:__________________________________________________    

Home phone:________________________________________________

Number of volunteers from your family, with the age of each child: ___________________________________________________________
· Please let us know your first, second and third choices from the above programs. While we hope to accommodate everyone’s request, we can’t guarantee that you will be assigned your first choice. We will make every effort to honor your request. 
· Please take your children’s age and ability into account when making your project choices. Also, please keep in mind that while this is a family program, the day is geared toward school age children and older.  
· When choosing a project with the elderly, please specify which activity you would prefer:  baking, BINGO, or drum circle.  
· All volunteers at the Ronald McDonald House must be over age 8.
1st Choice:_______________________

2nd Choice:_______________________

3rd Choice:_______________________

Please return to Sarah Kay, 3rd grade teacher, or email sarahkay@sssm.org by 

Thursday, March 25
Thank you!

Yom Chesed: Community Service Day Planning Committee

